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WEBINAR

Pathways to Carbon Neutrality from Global Perspectives

---United States, European Union and China

19 May at 8pm-10pm Beijing Time

Climate change is affecting the entire world and the time available to balance the
global carbon budget is running out. In order to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius - a threshold recommended the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change
(IPCC) to safeguard from the most serious impacts of climate change- carbon
neutrality by mid-century is essential. Based on this target, more and more countries
have announced commitments to carbon neutrality. Recently, China, the EU and
Canada co-convened the 5th Ministerial on Climate Action, and a US-China joint
working group is being set up to enhance communication and cooperation in the
field of climate change. Also, since the launch of the Europe’s commitment to carbon
neutrality, and the release of their European Green Deal, several strategies and
mechanism have been released to set the 27 countries within the EU on a path to
meet this goal.

Universities, NGOs, and Think Tanks around the world working to mitigate climate
chance must coordinate actions and support countries to reach their climate targets
through the development of decarbonization pathways and by filling related research
gaps. In this spirit, the UN Sustainable Development and Solution Network (SDSN)
will host a dialogue on deep decarbonization pathways in cooperation with the GEI
ThinkTank Alliance, showcasing work related to China’s Carbon Peak & Neutrality
Research, America’s Zero Carbon Action Plan, and the European Green Deal.

Subject to national conditions politically, geographically, and culturally, there are
both similarities and differences in terms of going carbon neutral and the methods
through which nations will work to get there. Which technical solutions have the
highest mitigation potential in the future for each region? What is the cost-benefit
analysis for investing in carbon neutrality? What lessons or practices can already be
learned from these efforts and shared with each other?

SDSN, co-chair of the GEI ThinkTank Alliance, is pleased to host a discussion on these
topics in collaboration with GEIDCO. Top experts from GEIDCO, SDSN USA, SDSN
Europe, and SGERI will discuss these issues and share with their insights.

https://www.unsdsn.org/Zero-Carbon-Action-Plan
https://resources.unsdsn.org/transformations-for-the-joint-implementation-of-agenda-2030-the-sustainable-development-goals-and-the-european-green-deal-a-green-and-digital-job-based-and-inclusive-recovery-from-covid-19-pandemic
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Draft Agenda (Beijing Time)
8pm-10pm Beijing Time | 2pm-4pm CET | 8am-10am EST

08:00-08:10 Welcome and Opening Remarks （10 min）

Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, President, UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network
(SDSN)

08:10-09:10 Presentations by Each Speaker for 15 minutes（60 min）
Moderated by Ms. Elena Crete, Program Manager for the UNSDSN

● Mr. Michael Gerrard, Columbia Law School and Mr. Ryan Jones, Evolved Energy
Research, Introduction of America’s Zero Carbon Action Plan: Pathways & Policy

● Mr. Bo YUAN, expert from SGERI, introduction of State Grid Corporation of
China(SGCC)’s action plan to support China’s carbon peak and neutrality efforts

● Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri, Athens University of Economics and Business,
expert from SDSN European Green Deal Senior Working Group

● Dr. Changyi LIU, senior researcher, introduction of GEIDCO’s research on China’s
Carbon Peak and Neutrality

09:10-09:45 Panel Discussion（35 min）

Moderated by Mr. Frank Qiankun Wang, Executive Director of GEIDCO North
America Office

Four speakers will participate in this session. For the first round, the moderator will
ask one question to all the speakers, followed by one specific question to each
speaker. Audience will be encouraged to raise questions by using the chatting
function of the zoom meeting room. Questions selected from the audience will be
addressed to speakers and the number of questions will depend on the time
available.

09:45-09:50 Introduction of GEI Think Tank Alliance ( 5 min)

Mr. Han ZHANG, Bureau of Cooperation, GEIDCO

9:50-10:00 Concluding Remarks（10 min）

Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, President, UNSDSN

Note: The timing proposed here could allow participation from China, EU, and eastern and western

sides of the US, attracting the largest possible audience. All time slots in this agenda are shown in

Beijing Local Time.


